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SANCTUARY
A creative space for artist development

Angel Exit Theatre

UNLOCKING YOUR
CREATIVITY
The past 12 months may well have been the most
challenging that our industry has faced, and we have
missed engaging with creative people who make the
work we host in our venues. So, as the country starts
to open up, we look forward to inviting you to apply for
SANCTUARY, a scheme to support you in getting back
to doing what you do best.
Over the past year, and in the face of the pandemic,
Lighthouse has supported artists where we can, as well
as a symphony orchestra, to maintain their creative
practice despite limited opportunities for audiences to
be welcomed into the building.
From May to September 2021, with support from the
Weston Culture Fund, we are extending this programme
and turning our studio theatre – the Sherling Studio
– into a creation space. We are inviting creative
practitioners to use our space to progress their practice.
We are open to artists from any performative artform,
from theatre-making to song writing, and the space
can be used to rehearse, undertake research and
development, and/or hold workshops and sharings
(within applicable guidelines).
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SANCTUARY gives you the space and time to think,
dream, play, try, fail, succeed, finesse, and create.
This pack will run through what we can offer you and
when, details of financial support available, who we
are particularly aiming to support, and how to apply.
We hope that by offering this support you can begin
preparing and developing your work for when we can
all welcome audiences back.
If this sounds like it could be for you, get ready for
summer by the sea on the glorious south coast. What’s
more, for when you’re not actually inside Lighthouse,
Poole has the most amazing beaches and the second
largest natural harbour in the world! Plenty to help
inspire your creativity.

Elspeth, Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Watermill Theatre
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WHAT WE CAN
OFFER YOU
THE CREATION SPACE

The Sherling Studio is a 130-seat, fully equipped,
thrust venue. It was refurbished in 2016 and can be
configured to increase workspace and reduce seating.
As one of 4 venues within the arts centre it usually
plays host to visiting artists and companies from
around the UK and is particularly recognised for small
scale theatre, children’s drama, the annual music and
comedy series, and recital programme.
DATES & PROVISION

We have several full weeks available throughout May,
June, July, and August (excluding bank holidays) and
depending on the level of interest may be able to
extend this. We will provide artists with the following at
no charge:
: E
 xclusive use of the Sherling Studio for a finite
period (Mon- Fri) between 9am and 5pm

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

With thanks to the Weston Culture Fund, we are able to
offer some financial support to help remove additional
economic barriers to creative practitioners using our
space as a part of SANCTUARY.
We can consider applications for up to £1000 to
cover certain expenses you may incur should you be
offered space through the SANCTUARY programme.
This might include costs related to your travel,
accommodation, and sustenance. We are unable to
consider requests for the funding of production costs,
contributions to productions by way of commissioning,
or commercial investment, through this programme.
There will be the option to outline your request for
financial support on the application form.
KEEPING COVID SAFE

: Separate large technical booth

Being in our building will require you to follow our
Covid-19 safety measures which will include social
distancing, regular hand washing, wearing face masks
while moving around the venue, temperature checks
on arrival and may also include lateral flow testing. The
space will be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each
week, and you will have exclusive use for the duration
of your residency.

: A
 dressing room for 4 people and use of Green
Room (shared)

The capacity for the space is a total of 8 performers
and up to 20 invited audience if required for sharing.

: Facility for broadcasting or filming

We will provide details of Lighthouse’s COVID-19
procedures, but these are subject to change at short
notice in line with government guidance.

: Support with expenses (see below)
: U
 p to 2 days of technical support from one of our
technicians
: Fixed lighting and sound rig
: Projector/screen

: S
 haring of your work on the last day of your
residency
You may use some or all of the above depending on
what is most useful to you.
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You will need to complete a Covid-19 Risk Assessment
so that we understand how you will maintain the safety
of you, any members of the company and Lighthouse
staff, during your time at Lighthouse. We will provide a
template for you to work from.
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APPLICATION &
SELECTION
WE WILL CONSIDER…

We are keen to ensure this opportunity is available to
the range of artists in the UK and from a cross section
of art forms. We encourage applications from those
who are currently underrepresented in the performing
arts sector and face barriers because of their ethnicity,
disability, socio-economic background, sexuality,
or gender.
We would expect that the artists we support through
SANCTUARY have worked in a professional capacity
previously.

WE ARE LESS ABLE TO CONSIDER…

As we work in partnership with Pavilion Dance
South West in Bournemouth, we would signpost
dancers/dance companies to that organisation in the
first instance.
The Sherling Studio’s restricted height means it is not
usually suitable for circus unless it is floor-based.
The programme is not intended to support applicants
who are currently in undergraduate or full-time
postgraduate education and/or have less than one year
of professional experience.

We do not have any idea how many companies would
like to use the Sherling Studio and so we will prioritise
artists and companies who:
: a
 re working in performance (including but not
limited to theatre, circus, outdoor arts, music,
opera…);
: a
 re based in the BCP City Region, Dorset, or the
South West;
: a
 re from communities consistently underrepresented in UK theatre;
: are
 making exciting, ambitious, innovative work
that has the potential to engage our communities;
: would benefit from time in a theatrical space
(rather than a rehearsal room);
: c
 an make use of the technical offer available
including broadcast opportunities;
: wish

to explore digital practice either to integrate
within the performance or to broadcast to a wider
audience;
: feel

that they can both benefit from, and actively
contribute to, a relationship with Lighthouse and
the creative community of the region.

Without support some creatives cannot
continue and their product never
reaches its full potential. This is not
the case at Lighthouse… the building
itself is phenomenal, easy to access
and provides artists with the space to
develop and showcase their creative
endeavours. The creative support is
excellent and provides opportunities to
network as well as advice that supports
rapid development.”
JON DAVIS, BLACK CHERRY COMPANY
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SOUNDS GREAT…
WHAT’S THE CATCH?
At Lighthouse, we have been fortunate to have
received funding from the Cultural Recovery Fund and
the Weston Culture Fund.
Therefore, we are able to offer our facilities and
technical support free of charge as well as a
contribution to expenses as a result. We hope that
welcoming in companies again through SANCTUARY
will bring new energies to the venue as we start to
open again and recover.
In return, we would ask for:
: A
 rtists/companies to consider supporting
our Bright Sparks learning and participation
programme by offering a supplementary
experience. This may be through a workshop, a
Q&A, an interview, a blog… We’re happy to talk
about what is appropriate and feasible with you
and this could be delivered digitally.

“…to have this scale of holistic
support from a theatre with such
awesome resources and staff has
been invaluable. As well as a lot of
practical support Lighthouse has
been a great source of nurture and
encouragement. Not once have I been
made to feel unable to ask a question
or that I should know something I
don’t. It is an extraordinary hub for
creativity, working on all scales with a
huge range of artists and companies.”
ESTHER MCAULEY, MAC’S ARCADIAN

: Y
 ou to acknowledge Lighthouse support in your
online presence and social media, and future work
that emerges as a result of your creation time at
Lighthouse.
: L
 ighthouse to be offered the opportunity to
present any future work that emerges as a part of
our received programme.

We Are Robot

8 | ARTISTS RESIDENCY PACK APRIL 2021

ARTISTS RESIDENCY PACK APRIL 2021 | 9

HOW DO I APPLY?
To register your interest, just use the application form
to tell us a little about who you are, what you do and
what you would like to use the space for.
We would also like to know what support you might
need, and which weeks you are interested in.
If the form is not accessible to you, you can email or
send in a video, ensuring that you provide answers to
our questions.
We are anticipating a high demand, so please use your
application to provide as much information as possible
to help us know how best to allocate the space.
Please email applications to our Head of Programming
Tim.Colegate@lighthousepoole.co.uk

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS

For artists interested in the months of May & June,
please submit your application no later than:
Wednesday 28th April, 5.00pm.
For artists interested in the months of July & August,
please submit your application no later than:
Wednesday 19th May, 5.00pm.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

Once we have received your application, we will do
our best to offer as many places as possible, subject
to availability.
We may contact you further if we feel that we need
more information about you or your work in order to
assist in our decision-making.
We will contact all who apply to let you know if you
have access to space or not.
For any further questions, please contact
Tim.Colegate@lighthousepoole.co.uk
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SANCTUARY
APPLICATION FORM
COMPANY DETAILS

Artist / Company Name

Project Name

Name of main contact

Email address

Phone number

Website (if applicable)

Where are you based?

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Please let us know if you identify as belonging to
one of the below underrepresented groups?

Please let us know if your practice or project
can be described as one of the below?

D/deaf or disabled

D/deaf or disabled focussed/led

Black and global ethnic minority

Black and global ethnic minority focussed/led

Female experience

Female experience focussed/led

LGBTQ+

LGBTQ+ focussed/led

Socio-economically disadvantaged

Socio-economically experienced focussed/led
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SANCTUARY
APPLICATION FORM
PROJECT DETAILS

Main artform(s) that best describe your practice/concept/project:

How much time (in weeks) are you looking for in the Sherling Studio and when would be your optimum dates:

Is your time at SANCTUARY subject to other external funding applications? Please give details of expected outcome dates.

Who would participate in your project during your time at SANCTUARY? Please confirm that any individuals that you are working
with are being fairly paid.

What expenses would you incur as a result of using SANCTUARY e.g. accommodation, travel, food? Please give an indication of
expected amounts and how much you would like to claim.
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SANCTUARY
APPLICATION FORM
YOUR JOURNEY

Tell us a little about your journey as an artist/company to date (max. 250 words or feel free to attach a résumé).
Do attach any materials – or links to materials – in relation to previous work that may support your application:

SUMMARY

Please provide a short summary of your proposal and how support from SANCTUARY would benefit you.
Please outline what you hope to have achieved by the end of your time in the Sherling Studio (max. 500 words and feel free to
attach as a separate sheet):
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Lockett-Vetesse Band

01202 280000
www.lighthousepoole.co.uk
Company Registration Number: 1368325. Charity Registration Number: 275961
Registered and Principal Office: Lighthouse, Poole’s Centre for the Arts, Kingland Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1UG

